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HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.05 am]: I wish to inform the 
house how the recent changes to the liquor regulations will contribute to ensuring tourism in Western Australia 
continues to grow. For some time, tourism and restaurant operators have struggled to satisfactorily explain to 
interstate and international visitors the need to enforce licensing regulations that these visitors find puzzling and 
outdated. As tourism is highly competitive, a perception that the industry or government is indifferent to the 
inconvenience caused to visitors has not been helpful.  

The Liberal–National government is delivering on a commitment to modernise Western Australia’s liquor laws 
with a raft of red tape–reduction reforms. The amendments to the Liquor Control Act stemmed from an 
independent review that delivered 141 recommendations. The review was conducted by the Independent Review 
Committee of the Liquor Control Act 1988. The committee has been recognised for achieving a balanced view, 
encompassing a wide range of perspectives, and was the overall winner in the government in action category at 
the 2015 Action on Alcohol Awards. 

Some of the red tape reduction recommended by this committee included changes that have enabled beer and 
wine producers to establish a second cellar door operation or collective cellar door with other producers within 
the same region offsite. Enabling beer and wine producers to sell their products from a retail outlet that is 
situated away from their licensed premises will provide them with greater flexibility, while also driving tourism 
outcomes by meeting consumer expectations. 

The first stage of the Liquor Legislation Amendment Bill 2015 allows hotels to trade until midnight on 
Sundays—an extension of two hours—while nightclubs will be permitted to trade through to two o’clock on the 
following Monday morning. This is in line with the expectation of interstate and international visitors. The 
recently passed amendment bill also abolished anomalies such as barring people in licensed premises from 
moving freely with their purchased beverage across an unlicensed area, such as a footpath, to an alfresco area, as 
well as allowing beer producers to sell their product for consumption and not just tasting on licensed premises 
between 10.00 am and 10.00 pm. 
The state government has the goal of increasing visitor spend to $12 billion by 2020. Being responsive to 
industry and visitor concerns, and removing outdated liquor restrictions, will assist in the achievement of that 
goal.  
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